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To whom it may concern:
9 ~ —~

Attached is the text of oral testimony that I would like to provide relating to the historic residenti~P ~
property tax exemption at the Honololulu City Council meeting tomorrow morning (Tuesday, April 12) at
Honolulu Hale. This submission represents my registration to speak at the meeting. If additional

information is required, please contact me at (808)564-0654.

Thank you,

John H. Robinson

2727 Manoa Road

Honolulu, HI

MISC. COM. 463





City Council Testimonyon PropertyTaxExemptionfor Historic Homes
Presentedby JohnH. Robinsonof2727ManoaRoad,Honolulu,HI

April 12, 2011

Goodmorning,andthankyou for theopportunitytopresentmy perspective
onthis importantissue. By way of introduction,I grewup in anhistoricpart
ofNewEnglandandlived in a 1 770ssaltboxhousethatmy parentsrestored.
My parentswereantiquedealersand instilled in me a deepappreciationof
Americanantiques,andof the importanceofcommunitiespreservingtheir
culturalandarchitecturalheritage. I am alsotheproudownerofa 1924
ColonialRevivalhomein Manoa. Sincepurchasingthehomein 2010,my
wife andI haveendeavoredto undo muchof the 1 980schangesand
additionsthat weredoneto thehomein orderto restoretheproperty’s
original character.For reference,ourhomeis NOT onthe StateRegistryof
Historic homes.

In termsofmy perspectiveonthis issue,I am sympathetictothepublic
outcrypursuantto themediaexposesthatappearedin thenewslastsummer.
Fromthosereports,it seemsclearthat therearepropertyownerswho are
receivingsignificanteconomicbenefitsfrom thepropertytax exemption
while failing to honorthe spirit, if notthe letter, of theexistingordinance.It
is alsoclearthat thecurrentordinanceis liberal in its qualification
provisionsandlax in enforcement.

I alsounderstandtheCity Council’s interestin consideringmeasuresthat
would reduceor eliminatethepropertytax exemptionfor historichomes.
Thecombinationof public outcryoverabusesandsignificantbudget
shortfallsmakesthepropertytax exemptionavery temptingtarget.

Thatsaid,my purposein providingthis testimonyis to implore theCouncil
NOTto adoptmeasuresthatwould eliminatethepropertytax exemptionfor
historichomes,andto statemy qualifiedopinionthatadoptingsuch
measureswould be shortsightedandwould almostcertainlyleadto the
furtherdestructionof Oahu’sarchitecturalheritage. AlthoughI amsure
thereare somein ourcommunitywho placelittle valuein the importanceof
preservingthis history,usingmy ownneighborhoodofManoaasan
example,I am surethat thereare many,manypeoplewho would agreethat
thenostalgicsenseofplaceonegetsfrom driving into thevalley is entirely
attributableto themanywonderfulold homesandbungalowsthat dotthe
streets.As anarmchairstudentofHawaii’s architecturalhistory,I canalso



attestthat,throughthe twin ravagesof termitesanddevelopment,the vast
majorityof Oahu’srich architecturalhistoryhasalreadybeenlost, andthat
we shoulddo everythingwe canto preservewhat little remains.

It is well establishedon botha nationalandlocal level thatpropertytax
exemptionsare an extremelyeffectivemeansofa preservinghistorichomes.
In closing,consistentwith the sentimentsofHistoric Hawaii Foundation,I
castmy supportbehindCity Council Bill 3 whichseeksto improvethe
currentordinance.Mahaloagainfor this opportunity.
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NY Mansion Linked to ‘Great Gatsby’ to Be Razed
New York mansion linked to ‘The Great Gatsby’ to be razed for subdivision

SANDS POINT, N.Y. March 8, 2011 (AP)

A 25-room mansion some scholars believe inspired
“The Great Gatsby” is to be razed fora subdivision.

Randy Bond, village clerk in Sands Point on New
York’s Long Island, says it will be reitaced by five
houses pncedat $10 million each. The location faces
the Long Island Sound.

Some F. Scott Fitzgerald experts believe the author
used the sprawling 1902 property as a model for the
home of character Daisy Buchanan, though the
current owner believes the mansion’s “Gatsby~’link
has been overstated.

David Brodsky says his family bought it in 2004, but
says the house is beyond repair.

Historians tell Newsday, which reported the deal
Sunday, that hundreds ofAhe mansions have been
lost in the past 50 years because of rising taxes and
r?i~inténancecosts.
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http://abcnews.go.comJUS/wireStory’?id=13084481 3/9/2011



Great Gatsby Mansion to Be Torn Down
LAViSH LONG ISLAND HOME COSTS S4.5KA DAY TO MAiNTAIN

(NEWSER) — The Gilded Age mansion said to have inspired F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel The Great

Gatsby is doomed. Lands End, a 25-room, 24,000 square foot mansion on Long Island’s Gold Coast, will be

demolished later this month, Newsday reports, The home, site of lavish parties in the ‘20s and ‘30s, was on the

market for $30 million but failed to attract a buyer.

insurance, and maintenance on the crumbling mansior~

some $4,500 per day. Developers now plan to split the 25-acre site into five properties. “The cost to renovate

these things is just so overwhelming that people aren’t interested in it,” says a construction manager. “The

value of the property is the land.” (Click to read about Baz Luhrman’s upcoming film version of the book.)


